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Whiteball, May 18,

Efterday arrived Captain Laws, Com-

mander of the Spence Sloop, with

Letters to his Grace the Duke of

Newcaftle his Majefty’s principal

Secretary of State, from Vice Admiral Ver-

non, and Brigadier Wentworth Commander

in Chief of his Majefty’s Forces in the Wefl-

Indies, dated from the Harbour of Cartagena,

the i1ft of April, which give the following
Account.

On the =s5th of February Vice Admiral
Vernon weighed Anchor from Irith Bay in
Mifpaniola, with the Squadron and Tranf-
iorts under his Command, being in all one

undred and twenty four Sail; and on the
4th of March in the Evening, they anchored
in Playa Grande to Windward . of the Town
of Caitagena.

On the gth Sir Chaloner Ogle (who was
sppomnted to command the Attack of the
Forts and Batteries on Terra Bomba) moved
forward with his Divifion ; and Vice Admi-
ral Vernon weighed and moved after him
with his Diviflton and all the Tranfports,
leavihg Mr, Leffock with his Divifion at An-
chor behind, ‘The f{mall Fort of Chambid
fired a few Guns, but was deferted as foon as
the Ship pofted there could take her Sta-
tion amfbegin to Fire, At the Fafcine Bat-
tery erected between that and the Forts of
St. Jago and St. Philip, the Enemy had not
yet had Time for getting any®Guns mounted,
fo there was no kire from thence ; and the
Norfolk, Ruffel, and Shrewsbury; being an-
chored very clofe under the faid Forts of St.
Jago and St. Philip, made fo warm a Fire,
that in lels than an Hour they drove the
Enemy out of them, and the fame Evening
our Grenadiers made a Defcent under the
'\;&]/'alls of thofe Forts, and took Pofl¢ffion of
tnem.

The toth the two Regiments of Harrifon
and Wentworth, and the fix Regiments of
Marines landed without Oppofition. -

On the 11th we got our Tents and Tlools
afhore, cleared the Ground, and encamped.

All the Artillery and Ordnance Stores were
brought afhore by the 15th.

The Admiral having Notice from Brigadier
Wentworth, that his Men were much galled
by the Fire of a Fafcine Battery from the op-
polide Side of the Harbour called the Bar-
radera Side, fent Boats with a Number of
Men, ‘The Boats commanded by Captain
Watfon of the Admiral’s own Ship, with
the Captains Norris and Colby under him;
and the Men,; when landed, were to be
commanded by Captain Bofcawen, having
yader him the Captains Laws and Cotes.
‘They landed about a Mile to the Lee
ward of this Fafcine Battery, which was
of 15 twentysfour Poundefs. ‘They happened
to land under a {inall Battery of five Guns,
which they knew nothing of ; but they
leaped relolutely into the Battery, and fur-

prized the Enemy, fo as to receive but little
Damage, and fecured thofe Cannon. This
gave an Alarm to the Enemy at the other;
who had Time to point two of their Guns
againft us, but with little Effect; and our
Men ruthing on boldly, made themfelves
Mafters of that as well as of the fmaller
Battery, and kept Pofleflion of them till
they had fpiked up all their Guns, tore up
and burnt their Platforms with the Carriages,
and brought off fix wounded Prifoners, with
an incenfiderable Lois on our Side, Which
Succefs was a great Relief to our Troops on
the other Shore.

Brigadier Wentworth had caufed a Battery
of Mortars to be raifed, which much income
moded the Enemy in the Caftle of Bocca-
chica, and.on the 22d a Battery of 20 Twens
ty-four Pounders began to play upon that Ca«
ftle, The Enemy had in the mean time been
diligently at Work on the firft-mentioned
Fafcine Battery, had got two Guns mounted
to play from thence, and were working to add
more ; upon which the Admiral order’d a Ship
clofe under the Shore, to rake that Battery.

On the 23d Commodore Leftock m1 the
Boyne, with the Prince Frederick, Hampton«
Court, Suffolk, and Tilbury, went in to bat-
ter the faid Caftle and the Enemy’s Ships ; but
the Boyne falling to Leeward, and being
open to much of the Enemy’s Fire, was cal-
led off that Evening ; the reft continued
there 5 and the Princefs Amelia chat wasfallen
further to Leeward than was intended, lay fair
to filence the new mounted Guns on the Faf-
cine Barttery, and did fo accordingly, which
was a great Prefervative to the Men playing
our Battery afhore, and in the Camp, as the E«
nemy’s Shot went over the Hill into the Camp,

On the 24th our Ships renewed their Fire,
but the Prince Frederick and Hampton Court
being much gall’d by the Shot from the Ene-
my’s Ships, were called off ; on which Stationt
his Majefty loft a brave Officer in Lord Aubrey
Beauclerc,Commander of the Frince Frederick,
who would have been an Honour to his noble
Family and his Country, being of a fedate as
well asa refolute Temper. About Noon the
Admiral fent all his Boats again to the Attack
of the Fafcine Battery, where the Enemy had
mounted fix Guns : But our Men who-landed
from the Boats having Time and Daylight for
it, deftroyed the Guns, broke up all their
Platforms, fet every thing on Fire, and drew
fome of our Boats over a Neck of Land, and
boarded and burnt a Sloop that lay there to
fupply that Battery with Ammunition,

A tolerable Breach being made in Boccas
chica, Brigadier Wentworth came oft on the
25th to give the Admiral an Account of his
Intentions to affau]t the Breach 2n Hour before
Night. Upon which the Admiral made the
Signal for the Boats again, and "fent them in
to make afealonable Diverfion, under the
chief Command of his Engincer Caprain
Knowles, who carried with him fome Coe-

horn Mortars and Patareroes, which it was
judged



