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MONDAY, 30 NOVEMBER, 1914.

War Office, November 29S&, 1914.

THE following despatch has been received
by the Secretary of State for War from

the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief,
British Forces in the Field : —

General Headquarters,
20th November, 1914.

MY LORD,—
1. I have the honour to submit a further

despatch recounting the operations of the
Field Force under my command throughout
the battle of Ypres-Armentieres.

Early in October a study of the general
situation strongly impressed me1 with the
necessity of bringing the greatest possible
force to bear in support of the northern flank
of the Allies, in order to1 effectively outflank
the enemy and compel him to evacuate his
positions.

At the same time the position on the Aisne,
as described in the concluding paragraphs of

my last despatch, appeared to me to warrant
a withdrawal of the British Forces from the
positions they then held.

The enemy had been weakened by continual
abortive and futile attacks, whilst the fortifica-
tion of the position had been much improved.

I represented these views to General Joffre,
who fully agreed.

Arrangements for withdrawal and relief
having been made by the French General
Staff, the operation commenced on the 3rd
October; and the 2nd Cavalry Division, under
General Gough, marched for Compiegne en
rmtrte for the new theatre.

The Army Corps followed in succession at
intervals of a few days, and the move was
completed on the 19th October, when the First
Corps, under Sir Douglas Haig, completed its
detrainment at St. Omer.

That this delicate1 operation was carried out-
go successfully is in great measure due to the
excellent feeling which exists between the
French and British Armies; and I am deeply


