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Each infantry soldier carued 27 rounds m_
pouch, snd there were -altogether 10 boxes of"_
ammunition in reserve.

Captain Browne, Royal, Arttllery, ‘ind Lweu- ,

tenant Cruickshank, Royal Artillery, accompanied
the guns, Lleuten'mt Hig gginson, the. Ist Sikhs,
and Lieutenant Seton. Browne, the Ist Punjab
Infantry. Surgeon-Coptain Cassxdy, nlso accom-
panied the party.

3. Maizar is a group of v:llaoes, 12 miles from
Datta Xhel camp, situated on the right banks of
the Shawal and Tochi -at the junction of these two

.rivers.and on .the.Bannu-Ghazai-road.-- It-dees-
not appear on the map as Maizar, but tlere are
some names of villages (Khiaji Khel, Dilpiiral, &ec.)
entered on the site. These names, ho“ ever, seem

to.__be_incorrect.—The-village- -by-whieh - the-:

treacherous attack began is probably that shown
as Dilpural -in the map. On the ncecompanying:
. sketch map of the scené of thé affair, it is marked

The road from Datta Khel camp.to -Maizar -

Ppasses close to Sheranni,
. The sketch map attached is by Lleutemnt Seton-
‘Browne;»1st Punjab Infantry, from memory '

- 4, ‘Maizar~ was : reached “at, 9.30° aai. “The
Maliks; who'were bélieved*to be perfecily friendly
and loyal,” pointed out a spot under some trees,
abont 100 yards from-d Dreplarrl' vxlla«e. for the‘
force ‘to’halt: “(B on sketch map.) *

" Tt will be seri froifi* the sketch ‘map that there
are ‘mofre- v1llages to -the soiith and east of the
ha‘ltmg -place, 4t distance of 200 to:400 yards,

"The guns “had’ been placed "quife "close o8
gar‘ﬂen of th first Mentioned village. '

Guards were posfed, | Arms were not’ pxled by
Infautry . ;
‘5. Directly ' “after arrival.’ Gee, with
Ca‘ptam Browre, Réyal Arullery, and Lieutennnt
'nggmson, visited Dotoi (a’ vxllnge a few miles
furthier up the Tocln), escorted by the 1st Punjab
Cavalry - Sowars, and’ accompamed by Mallks.
They returned at 11.80 A.xc '
- Anieal’ was' now proﬂded by the Mahks for

Mussulman Se y : :

NN About 9 P, whlle the’ plpers of the:
1st Sikbs§ were’ pla,ym-'r a an was ' observed to
waye a sword from' the” top* of’ a tower of . the.
Dieplari vxllage " 'This was apparently a pre-
éoncerted gignal,’ as ﬂlan villagers, who were
among the oﬂlcers and men, cleamd oﬁ" towards
the village: = -+ ~ :

Two shots were now fired irom the Dreplan
nllnce, ihe’ secOnd -of whidh: woiinded Lxeutenant
Seton-Browne in’ the' flngh " ‘Firiag” now ' com-
meiced frfom’ the Villages to the’ south ind east,
and a ‘hot fire* “as opened 'from the Drepl-m-
village (north). . E '

The fire was- Chrected on" the Brmsh oﬂ‘icers,
and Colonel BuniyWas “almost immediately |
wounnded mormlly ‘throngh'; the - stomach while |

looking for a-position to hold, and lﬁsumg orders 1

t0 his'men.

. There was a large’ number of— men at the ‘gate
of the Dreplari village who were firing atd-'were
about to charge’ the guns. ‘On them ' the . guns
opened with case at a ‘ranﬂe of about a hundred-
yards.. -
{ Captain_ Bro“ne, !Ro al .Alt:lll«-ry,J was3 - Dow |
wounded in -the:upper: arm by:a billet. which
severed.the- -artery-(this. iproved, fa;a]% 3 nnd Lleu- )
tenant. Ciuickshank; Reyal -Ar tlllery, wa lxolé
twice in the rightarm.” @ 3 7" N

‘~1xteen rQutids pes gu‘i lmd.gbéen cmued
s ‘Nb w
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._.[‘he shrapnel was ﬁred reversed.

The ammuni-
‘tion was very shortly expended.
7. At ‘the commencement of the firing there
was a general stampede. among the baggage mules,
and it was this ‘that caused the very large loss of
prcperty that ¢nsued. All the men’s great-coats
‘tied up in mule-loads, most of the reserve ammu-
nition, 1st Punjab Infantry, drums, mess-plates,
etc., mule-gear, pakhals, and many other things
had to be sbandoned. Immediate withdrawal
was 1mperat1ve, and the mules were not present
to be loaded.
----8,-Tt- seems -that “th¢~retirement,  whicl THow
commenced  under such very trying conditions,
was carried out with great deliberation and in the
most stubborn and gallant manner.

~As it began Lieatefant Higginson Wwas - sHiot
through the arm, and Surgeon-Captain Cassidy
in the knee. . .

The enemy now appeared on all sides in great
force,

"All British military officers were now wounded,
two of them mortally, yet they all continued to
carry out: their duties and lead. fheir men. The
mrcumstm‘ces must be admitted to have. been
trying' i the, extfeme for "the. troops, and their
staunchness is ‘worthy of the highest praise.

-Subadars Narain Singh, 1st Sikhs, Sundar Smgh

1st *Puijab Infantry, and Jemadar Sherzad, 15t
Sikhs, behaved with . the greatest gallantry
Gettmg together a party of their men they made
o most_determined, stand by the wall of a garden
(the point is marLed C in the sketch), and from it
they covered 'the first withdrawa), themselves
ander heavy fire, remaining till.the enemy closed
with them. Subadar Sundar Singh, 18- Punjab

'| Infantry, was now killed, and by far the greater

number of the casualtles of the /day took place
here S -.J_._ [ e R

Under cover of tlns stand the wounded were
carried and helped away, and the guns withdrawn,
along a lane, to ‘o low Kotal about -800 yards
dlstant, ‘where a fresh position was occupied.
The survivors. of the party at the- garden wa.ll
then withdrew.

The retirement’ was contmued by successwe
units, very, dellberately end with, complete regu-
larity; positions being held on the ridges stretching
from south to norih - (vide sketch), yntil; the
Sherauni _plain ' was reached . (about two mlles)
All this time the* enemy was- ¢onstanly ‘ehvelopifig
the flanks. “T'he main road which had been taken
in the mornmg had been abandopéd, as it wds

- comimaridéd- on both 'sides,” and ‘parties of ﬁle

eneriy ‘were #dvancing from Sheranni. .
Lieutenant ngmson was, during this part of

_the murement agam shot in the arm.

Eventually, abott 5:30 p.M., 8 good position
was found about' s mile from’ the- last of -tlie above-
mentioned ridges. .Reinforcements began- to
appear in sight, and the enemy was beaten ' off.

* The fact that the retreat over a distance of
three miles accupied three-and-a-half hours shows
how. stubboruly the enemy was, remsted :

i v--..

mated ‘at 500, but cobstant remforcements durmv
the retirement raiséd théir numbers to probably
much over 1,000. They are understood o hhve
iost 90 kllled and many wounﬁed e
. From .the 1Kntal sowars hgd bee;»Y sp‘n.txtg
bamp £o.call ‘for rémforcements, which meached
hrér forg_e in, ,theq,last-menmoned Rosn}on ahqut
6,15, M - '.[hey consisted, of..two companigs, 484
ﬂ\'hg, quer L1eqtena.nt de rqutt,, Royal. sArtil-
ery,. accompamed,_hy- Lneutenant.-Stockley,..RO) al
hhgmeem, and Hiréught fresh aamanition. s, They

vadoe

e



