
guns, the Earl of Lucan was desired to advahi'e
rapidly, follow the enemy in their retreat, andftry
to prevent them from effecting, their objects;.

In the meanwhile ttie-Ruesians'Bad-time- tb) re^
form oh their own ground^with' artillery in. ffonti
a n d upon their f l a n k s . ' . , ; - * "

From some misconception of the instruction,to
advance, the Lieutenant-General considered that
he was.bound to attack at all hazards,'arid he ac-
cordingly ordered Major-General the Earl of
Cardigan to'move forward with the Light Brigade.

This order was obeyed in the most spirited and
gallant manner. Lord Cardigan charged with the
utmost vigour ; attacked a battery which was
firing upon the advancing squadrons^ ~andi> having
passed beyond it, engaged the Russian Cavalry in
its rear ; but there his troops were assailed by
-artillery and- infantry, as well as cavalry, and
necessarily retired, after having committed.much
havoc upon the enemy.

They effected this movement without haste or
confusion ; but the loss they have sustained has,
I deeply lament, been very severe, in officers, men,
and horses, only counterbalanced by the brilliancy
of the attack, and the gallantry, order, and; dis^
cipline which distinguished it, forming a striking
contrast to the conduct of the enemy's cavalry,
which had previously been engaged' with the
heavy brigade.

The Chasseurs d'Afrique advanced on our left,
and gallantly charged a Russian battery, which
checked its fire for a time, and thus rendered, the
British cavalry an essential service.

I have the honour to inclose copies of Sir Colin
Campbell's and' the Earl of Lucan's reports.

I beg to draw your Grace's attention- to the
terms in which Sir Colin Campbell speaks of
Lieutenant-Colonel Ainslie, of the 93rd, and
Captain Barker, of the Royal Artillery;, and also
to the praise bestowed by the Earl of Lucan on
Sfajor-General the Earl of Cardigan, and Br5ga<-
.dier-General Scarlett, which they most fully de-
serve.

The Earl of Lucan' not having, sent me the
names of the other officers who distinguished them-
selves, I propose la forward them by the next op-
portunity.

The enemy made no- further movement in ad-
vance, and at the close of the day the brigade of
Guards of the .1st Division, and'the 4th Division
j?eturned to their original encampment, as did the
French troops^ with the exception of one brigade
of the 1st Division^ which General Canrobert was
so good as to leave in support of Sir Colin
Campbell.

The remaining regiments of the Highland"
Brigade also remained in the valley.'

.The 4th Division had advanced close to the
heights, and Sir George Cathcart caused one of
the redoubts to be reoccupied by the Turks,
affording them his support, and he availed him-
self of the opportunity to assist with his riflemen
in silencing two>of the enemy's guns.

The means of defending the"extensive position
which had been occupied by the Turkish troops in
the morning having proved wholly inadequate, I
deemed it necessary, in concurrence with General
Canrobert, to withdraw from the lower range of
heights, and to concentrate our force, which will
be increased by a considerable body of seamen,
to be landed from the ships under the authority of
Admiral Dundas, immediately in front of the

.

narrow valley leading, ̂ ib Balaklava, and upon
tile precipitous^ heights xm our right, thus affording
^narrower line of defence.'

1 have, &c.,
RAGLAN..

His. Grace the Dtthe of Newcastle,
. dc. c. . c. .

Enclosures.
Balaklava,

Mt LORD;, October 27th, 1854*
I HAVE the honour to report that the Cavalry

Division under my command was seriously en-
gaged with the enemy on the 25th instant, during
the greater part of which day it was under a
heavy fire; that it made a most triumphant charge
against a very superior number of the enemy's
cavalry, and an attack upon batteries which for
daring and gallantry could not be exceeded. The
loss, however, in officers, men, and horses, has
been- most severe;

From- half-past six in the morning, when the
Horse Artillery first opened fire, till the .enemy
had possessed itself of all the different forts, the
cavalry, constantly, changing their positions, con-
tinued giving all the support they could to the
Turkish troops, though much exposed to the fire
of heavy guns and riflemen, when they took post
on the left of the second line of redoubts, by an
order from your lordship.

The Heavy Brigade bad soon to return to the
support of the troops defending Balaklava. and
was fortunate enough1 in being at hand v\ hen a
large force of Russian cavalry was descending the
hill. I. immediately ordered Brigadier^General
Scarlett to attack with* the Scots Greys and, En*
niskillen. Dragoons;, and had. hi & attack supported
in second line by the Fifth Dragoon Guards, and
by a flank attack of the Fourth Dragoon Guards.

Under every disadvantage of ground, these
eight small squadrons succeeded in. defeating tmd
dispersing a body of cavalry estimated at three
times their number and more.

The Heavy Brigade having now joined; the
Light Brigade, the division took up a. position
with a view of supporting an attack upon, the
heights, when being instructed to make a rapid
advance to our front, to prevent the enemy carry-
ing the guns lost, by the Turkish troops in, the
morning, I ordered the- Light Brigade to advance
in two lines, and supported them with the Heavy
Brigade. This attack of the Light Cavalry was
very brilliant and daring ; exposed to a fire from
heavy batteries on their front and two flanks, they,
advanced unchecked until they reached the bat-
teries of the enemy, and cleared them of their
gunners, and only retired when they found them-
selves engaged with a very superior force of
cavalry in the rear. Major-General the Earl of
Cardigan led this attack in the most gallant and
intrepid manner ; and his lordship, has expressed,
himself to me as admiring in the highest degree
the courage and zeal pf ever# officer, non-commis-
sioned officer^ and man that assisted.

The Heavy Brigade advanced to the support of
the attack "ffhder a very galling fire from the bat-
teries and frifanfy in a redoubt^ and acted with
most perfect steadiness, and 'in a manner, to de-
servfe all praise. .

The losses, my Lord,, it grieves me to state, have
been very great indeed, and, I fear, will be-
much felt by your Lordship.

I cannot too strongly recommend to your Lord-
ship the two General Officers commanding the


