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. COLONIAL DEPARTMENT. .

* . Downing-Strect, Murch 8, 1815. ,
FWISPATCHBES, of which the following are
vy capies, bave heen this day received by Earl

Hathurst,_oné of His, Majesty’s Principal Secre-
taviem rof, ~States - from - Major-General Siy. John
Toousbbeu)- 3, CuBi~ comimanding ‘on the ‘coast of
Lowgiagn il T T
: . Camp, in Fropt of the Enemy’s Lines, below
- My Lorp, . New Orleans, Jan. 10, 1815.
T becomes my duty ¢0 lay before your Lord-
.ghip, thei :proceedings of the foree lately employed
61 the codst of ‘Lpuisiana, under the command of
Major-Geiieral th€ Honourable Sir E. M, Paken-
ham, K. B. and acting in coneert with Vice-Adnii-
ral the Honourable Sir A, Cochrane, K. B.
“The :tqﬁafi;g,i{i‘li“,lcll;l‘ enclase from Major-General
Keane, will put your Lordship in possession of the
giices which took place ntil the arrival of

Maj o};wél%b'

eral tha Hovourable Sir E. Pakenham

to assume the comménd ; from that period I send

an éxtract of the journal of Major Forrest, Assist-
ant-Quarter-Master-General, up to the time of the
joining of the troops (which sailed on the 26th of
October last under my command), and which was
on the 6th January; and from that period, T shall
detail, as well as 1 am able, the subsequent events,

T found the army in position, ina flat country,
with the Mississippi oun its left, and a thick ex-
teasive wood on its right, and epen to its front,
from which the enemy's line was qujte distin-
guishable.

It seems Sir E. Pakenham had wuited for the ar-
rival of the fusiliers and 43d regiment, in ovder to
make a general attack upon the enemy’s Iine:; and
on the 8th, the army was formed for that object.

In erder to give your Lordship as clear a view

THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 1815,

| as T can, I shall state the position of the enemy.

On the left bank of the river it was simply a straight
live of about a front of one thousand yards with a
parapet, the right resting on the river, and the
left on a wood which had been made impracticable
for any body of troops to pass. 'This line was
strengthened by flank works, and hud a cqnal of
about four feet deep generally, but not altogether
of an equal width ; it was suppused to narrow to-
wards their left: about eight heavy guns were in
position ou this line, ‘The Mississippi is here
about eight hundred yards across, and they had on
the right bank a heavy battery of twelve guns,
which enfiladed the whaule frout of tlie pousition on
the'left bank, . o7

Preparations were made on out side, by very con-
siderable labour, to clear out and widen a canal
that commmunicated with a-streamy by which the
boats had passed up to the place of disembarkation,
to open it into the Mississippi, by which weans
troops could be got over to the right bank, and
the co-operation of armed boats could be secured,

The disposition for the attack was as follows : a
corps, consisting of the 85th light infantry, two
bundred seamen, and four hundred marines, the
5th West India regiment, and four pieces of artillery,
under the command of Colonel Thornton, of the
85th, was to pass over during the night, and move
along the right bank towards New Ouleans, clear-
ing its front until it reached the flanking battery of
the enemy on that side, which it had orders to
carry. ’

The assailing of the enemy’s line in front of us,
was to be made by the brigade compaosed of the
4th, 21st, aud 44th regiments, with three com-
pauies of the 9ith, under Major-General Gibbs,
and by the 3d brigade, consisting of the 93d, two
companies of the §5th, and two companies of the



