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health, to move across the Tormes with  the
troops wnder his command, including Brigadier-
General D'Usban’s cavalry, and to place himself
behind Aldea - Tejada, Brigadier-General Brad-
ford’s brigade of Portuguese infantry and Dou
Carlos D"Espana’s infantry, having been moved up
likewise to the neighbourhood of Las Torres, be-
tiveen the 3d and ‘4th division. '

After a variety of evolutions and movenents, the
tnemy appears to have determined upon bis plan
about two in the afternoon; and under cover of a

yery heavy .cannonade, which howeyer did us but |

very little damage, he extended his left and moved
forward his troops, apparently with an iutention to

embrace, by the position of his troops, and by his

fire, our post on that of the two Arapiles which we
possessed, and from thence to attack and break our

line; or at all events to render difficult any meve-

ment of ours to our right.
The extension.of his line to his left however, and
its advance upon our right, notwithstanding that

his troops still occupied very strong ground, andhis -

position was well defended by capnon, gave me.an

opportunity of attacking him, for whigh 1 had-
I reinforced our right with |
the 5th division, wnder Licutenant-General Leith,

long been anxious.

which I placed bekhind the village of Arapiles, on
the right of the 4th division; aund with the Gth
and 7th divisions in reserve; and as saun as these

troops had taken their stations, X-ordered the Houn, |

Major-General Pakenham to move forward with
the 3d division, and General D'Urban’s cavalry,
and two squadrons of the 14th light dragoans,
‘under Lieutenant-Colonel Hervey, in four columes,
to turn the enemy’s left on the heights, while Bri-
gadier-General Bradford's brigade, the $th divi-

sion, under Lieutenant-General Leith, the 4th.

division, under the Hon. Lieutenant-General Cole,
and the cavalry, under Lieutenant-General Sir
Staplteon Cotton, should attack them in front,
supported in reserve by-the 6th division, under
Major-General Clinton, the 7th division, under
Major-Genéral Hope, and Don Carlos D'Espana’s
Spanish division, and Brigadier-General Pack
should support the left of the 4th division, by
attacking that of the Dos Arapiles, which the
enemy held. The 1st and light divisions occupied
the ground on the left, and were in rcserve..

“The attack upen the enemy’s left was made in
the manner above described, and completely suc-
ceeded. Major-General the Hon. Edward Paken-
ham formed the third division across the enemy’s
flank, and overthrew every thing opposed to him.
These troops were supported in the mest gallant
style by the Portuguese eavalry under Brigadier-
General D'Urban, and Lieutenant-Col. Hervey's
squadrons of the 4th, who successfully defeated
every attempt made by the enemy on the flank of
the thivd division.

Brigadicr-General Bradford's. brigade, .the 5th
and 4th divisions, and the cavalry under Lieutenant-
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, attacked the.enemy
in front, and drove his troops befere them, from
one height to another, bringing forward their right,
0 as to-acquire strength upon the enemy’s flank,
in proportion to the advance, Brigadier-General
Pack made a very gallant attack upon the Arapiles,
in which, however, he did not succeed, excepting

in diverting the attention ‘of "the enemy's corps
placed upon it, from the troops 'undér the cow-
mand of Lieutenant-General Cole, in his advance.

The cavalry under Lieutenant-General Sir
Stapleton Cotton made a most gallant and suc-
cessful charge aguinst a body of the enemy's
infantry, which they overthrew and cut'to picces.
In this charge Major-General Le Marchant svas
killed at the head of his brigade; and I bave to re-
gret the loss of a most able officer. '

After the crest of the height was carried, one
division of the enemy'sinfantry made a stand against
the 4th dirision, which, after a severe contest, was.
obliged to give way, in consequence ¢of the enemy
baving thrown some troops on the left of - the 4th
division, after the tailure of Brigadier-General Pack’s
attack upon the Arapiles, and the Honourable Lieu-
tepant-General Cole having been wounded.. ‘

Marshal Sir Willian Herestord, who happened
to he on the spot, directed Brigadier-General Spry’s
brigade of the fifch division, which was in the se-
coud liae, to.chauge its frount, and to bring its fire
on the flank of the cuewmy’s division; and, 1 am
sorry to add, that while epgaged in this service,
he recgived a wound, which, 1 awm apprehensive,,
will deprive me of the benefit of his coupsel and
assistance for some time. WNearly about the same
time Lientenant-General Leith received a waund,,
which unfartunately obliged him to quit the field.
1 ordercd up the 6th division wnder Major-General
Clinton, to rclieve the 4th, and the battle.was soon.
restored to its former suecess, '

‘Fhe enemy’s right, however, reinforced by the
troops which had fled from his left, and by those
which had now retired from the Arapiles, still con-
tinued to vesist ; and I ordered the Ist and light
divisions, and Colonel Stubb's Portugnese brigade:
of the 4th division, which was re-formed, and Ma--
jor-General William Ansou’s brigade, Hkawise of.
the 4th division, to turn the right, while the 6th-
division, supported by the 3d and 5tli,. attacked the-
front. It was dark before this point was carried:
by the 6th division, and the enemy fled through the
woods towards the Tormes. I pursuedthem-ywitli the-
Ist and light divisions, 2nd Major-General Williams

[ Anson’s brigade of the 4th division, and some

squadrons of cavalry under Licut.-Gen, Sir Staplez
ton Cotton, as long as we eould find any of thems

together, directing our march upon Huerta and the

fords of the Tormes, by which the .enemy :dhad
passed on their advance ; but the darkness of the
night was highly advantageous to the enemy, many
of .whom escaped under its cover, who must others
wise have been in our hands.

I am sorry to report that ewing to this same
cause, Licufenant-General Sir Stapleton "Cottom
was unfortunately wounded by ore of our.own sen~
tries after he had halted. )

We renewcd the pursuit at break of day .in the
morning, with the sathe troops, and Major-GencraTz
Bock's and Majoc-General Anson’s brigades of ¢a~
valry, which jeined during the night, and having
crossed the Tormes, we camne up with the enemy’s-
rear-guard of cavalry and infantry, near La Serna ;
they were immediately attacked by the wo brigades:
of dragoons ; and the cavalry fled, leaving the in—
fantry to their fate, I have never witnessed a more:.
gallant charge than ‘was made on the cnemy’s infans




