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' Admiralty-Office; Novenber 6, 180%.

ISPATCHES, of which the following dre
&7 Copies, wete received at the Admiralty this
Day, at One o’Clock A. M. from Vice-Admiral
Collingwood, Commander in Chief of His Majefty’s
Ships and Vellels off Cadiz:

R Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar,
SIR, Oaober 22, 1805.
HE ever to be lamented Death of - Vice-Ad-
miral Lord Vifcount Nelfon, who, in the late
Confli& with the Enemy, fell in the Hour of Vic-
tary, leaves to me the Duty of informing my Lords
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that on the rgth
Inftant, it tas communicated to the Commander in
Chief from the Ships watching the Motions of the
Enemy. in Cadiz, that the Combined Fleet had put

.to Sea; as they failed with light Winds wefterly,
his Lordfip concluded their Deftination was the-

Mediterranean, and immediately made all Sail for
the Streights’ Entrance, with the Britith Squadron,

.confifting of Twenty-feven Ships, Three of them

Sixty fours, where his Lordfhip was informed by
Captain Blackwood, (whofe Vigilance in watching,
and giving Notice of the Enemy’s Movements, has
been highly meritorious,) that they had not yet
pafled the Streights.

On Monday the 21ft Inftant, at Daylight, when
Cape Trafalgar bore E. by S. about Seven Leagues,
the Enemy was difcovered Six or Seven Miles to
the Eaftward, the Wind about Weft, and very light,

- the Commander in Chief immediately made the Sig-

nal for the Fleet to bear up in Two.Columns, as they
are formed in order of failing; a Mode of Attack his
Lordthip had previoufly direéted, to avoid the In-
convenience and Delay in forming a Line of Battle
io the ufual Manner. ~The Enemy’s Line confifted
of Thirty-three Ships (of which Eigliteen were
Freachand Fiftcen Spanifh), commanded in Chief by

Admiral Villeneuve ; the Spaniards, under the Direcs
tion of Gravind, wore, with their Heads to the
Northward, and formed their Line of Battle with
great Clofenefs and Corre&nefs ; but as the Mode of
Attack was unufual, fo the Stru&ure of their Line
was new ;—it formed a Crefcent convezing to Lee-
ward—{o that, in leading down to their Centre, 1
had both their Van, and Rear, abaft the Beam}
before the Fire opened, every alternate Ship was

| about a Cable’s Length to Windward of her Second

a-head and a-ftern, forming a Kind of double Line,
and appeared, when on theit Beam, to leave a very
little Interval between therm ; and this without
crowding their Ships. Admiral Villeneuve was in
the Bucentaure in the Centre, and the Prince of
Afturias bore Gravina’s Flag in the Rear; but the

French and Spanifh Ships were mized without any

apparent Regard to Order of national Squadron.

As the Mode of our Attack had been previoufly
determined on, and communicated to the Flag-Of-
ficers, and Captains, few Signals were neceffary, and-
none were made, except to dire& clofe Order as the
Lines bore down.

The Commander in Chief in the ViGory led the
Weather Column, and the Royal Sovereign, which
bore my Flag, the Lee.

“The A&ion began at Twelve o’Clock, by the
leading Ships of the Columns breaking through the
Enemy’s Line, the Commander in Chief about the -
Tenth Ship from the Van, the Second in Command
about the Twelfth from the Rear, leaving the Van
of the Enemy unoccupied ; the fuccceding Ships
breaking through, in  all Parts, aftern o% their
Leaders, and engaging the Enemyat the Muzzles
of their Guns ; the Confli® was {evere ; the Ene-
my’s Ships were fought with a Gaillantry highly
honorable to their Qfficers ; but the Attack en
them was irrefiftible, and it pleafed the Almighty

Difpofer of all Events to grant His Majelty’s



Arms a complete and glorious 'Vifory ; abbut
_Three P. M. many of the Enemy’s Ships having
ftruck their Colours, théir -Line ‘gave way;
Admiral Gravina, with Ten’ 5K 8. joining theif

. Frigates to Leewayd, ‘ftood. 'gdwa‘raa ‘Cadiz.
The Five headmoft Ships in' thgir Van tacked;
and ftanding to the Southward; to Windward
of the Britith Line, were engaged, and the Stern-
moft of them taken.; the others went off, leaving
to His Majelty’s Squadrou NinetetnShips of ‘the
Line, (of which T'wo are Firfk Rates, the San-
tiffima Trinidad and the Santa Anna,) with Three
Flag Officers, viz.- Admiral Villeneuve, the Com-
mander in Chief, Don Ignatio Maria D’Aliva,
Vice-Admiral, and the Spanifh' Rear-Adniiral Don
Baltuzar Hidalgo Cilneros.

After fuch a Viftory it may appéar iiitieceffary
to enter into Encomiums on the particular Parts
taken by the feveral Commanders; the Chnclufion
‘fays more on the Subject than 1 have Language to
exprefs; the Spirit which animated all was the
fame; when all exert themf{elves zealgufly in their
Country’s Service, all def¢rve that theit high Merits
fhould ftand recorded ; and never was hx%? Merit
more coulpicuous than in the Battle I have de-
{eribed. * .

The Achille (a French 74), after having furren.

- dered, by fome Mifmanagement of the . Frenchmen
took Fire and blew up ; T'wo hundred ¢f her Men
were faved by the Tenders.

A Circumftance occurred during the A&ion,

which fo. ftrongly marks the invinciblé Spirit of

--Britifh Scamen, when engaging the Enemies of their

Country, that I cannot refift the Pleafuré I have in
* making it kaown to their Lordfhips ; the Temeraire
was boarded by Accident, or Defign, by a French
Ship on one Side, and a Spaniard on the dther ; the

Contelt was vigorous, but in the End, the,combined .

Enfigns were torn from the Poop, and the Britith
hoifted in their Places. o
Such a Battle could not be fought without fuftain.
ing a great Lofs of Men. I have nut only te lament,
in common with the Britith Navy, and the Britifh
‘Nation, in the Fall of the Commander in Chief, the
- Lofs of a Hero, whofe Name will be immartal,. and
his Memory ever dear to his Country ; but m
Heart is rent with the moft poignant Grief for the:
Death of a Friend, to whom, by many Years® In.!

simacy, and a perfe& Knowledge of the Vistues of:|.
his Mind, which infpired Ideas {uperior to the com-'}.

mon Race of Men, 1 was bound by the ftrongeft Ties

of Affe@ion; a Gricf to which even the glorious_ ,

Occafion in which he-fell, does not bring the Con-
folation which perhaps it ought; his Lordthip ve-
ceived a Mufket Ball in his Left Breaft, about the
Middle of the Aétion, and fent an Officer to e im-
m-ed(iiately with his laf Farewell ; and {oon after ex-
_pired, ) .- .

P 1 bave alfo to lament the Lofs of thofe exdellent
_Officers Captains Duff of the Mars, and Cooke of
the Bellerophon’; I have yet heard of none others.

I fear the Numbers that have fallen will be found
very great when the Returns come to me; but it
having blown a ‘Gale of Wind ever fince the Aétion,
T'have not yet had it in my Power to colle&t any
Reports from the Ships. Cee

"The Royal Sovercign haying Iloft her Mafts, . ex-
‘cept_ the tottering Foremalt, I called the Euryalus
to me, while the"Action continued, which Ship lying:

"'.within_.jl'_l-_;\’il',_ made my Signals, a Service Captain

Blackwood, performedwith great Attention. After
the A&ion, I fhifted my’ Flag to her, that I might
 more eifily communicate my Orders to, and collet
‘the Ships, and toiwwed the Royal Sovereign out to
-Seawatd. The ‘whole Fleet were now in a very
perilous Sitvation, many difmalted ; all fhattered in
Thirteen Fathom Water, off the Shoals of Tra-
falgar; and wher I made the Signal to prepare
to anchor, few of the Ships had an Anchor to let
-go, their Cables being fhot ; but the fame good
Providence whick aided us through fuch a Day fire-
ferved usin the Night, by the Wind fhifting a few
' Points, and drifting the Ships off the Land, except
Four of the captured difmalted Ships, which are now
at Anchor off Trafalgar, and I hope will ride fafe .
until thofe Gales are over. , .
_Having thus detailed the Proceedings of the Fleet
oni this Occafion, 1 beg to congratulats their Lord.
fhips on a Vi&ory which, I hope, will add a Ray to
the Glory of His Majefty’s Crown, and be attended
with public Benefit to our Country,
I am, &c.

. . (Signed) C. COLLINGWOOD. .
William Marfden, Efy.

The Order in which the Ships of the Britifs Squadron
atbickéd the Combined Fleets, on the 21/l of O8ober;
1805. ‘

VAN. REAR.

Viftory. Royal Sovereign.
Temeraire, Mars.. -
Neptune. Belleille,
Conqueror. . Tonnant.
Leviathan, Bellerophon.
-Ajax. Goloffus.
Orion. Achille.
Agamemnon, Polyphemus,
Minotaur, Revenge. "
Spartiate, Swiftfure.
‘Britannia, Defence,
Africa. Thgn’derer.
Defiance,
g?ﬁ: lus. Prince. .
Phebe, Dreadnought.
Naiad.

‘Pickle Schooner. .
Entreprenante Cutter.

(Signed)  C. COLLINGWOOD.

GENERAL ORDER.

. _ Euryalis, Oflober 22, 805,

T HE ever to be lamented Death of Lord Vif-

A count Nellon, Dike of Bronte, the Coin-
mander in Chief, who féll in thie 'AGQion of the
Twenty-firft, in the Arms of Vi&tdry, ‘covered with
Glory, whofe Memory will be ever ‘dear ‘to. the
‘Britith Navy, and the Britifh Nitiqn, whofe Zeal
for the Honor of his -King, aid for the Interefts'of
‘his Country, will be ever held up as a fhining Ex-
ample for a Britifh Scaman,—Ileaves to me a Duty to
return my Thanks to the Right Honorable Rear-
Admiral, the Captains, Officers, Sedmen, and De-
tachments of Rcyal Marines ferding on board His
Majefty’s Squadron now. under my Commind, for
‘their Conduct-on that Day; but where can I find
"Lan ua%e to exprefs my Sentiments of the Valour

 and Skill which were difplayed by the Officers, .the
#S¢imen, dand Marines in the Battle with the Eneny,

"
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where every Individual appeared an Hero, on whem
the Glory of his Country-depended.; the Attack
was irrefiitible, and the Iffue of it addsto the Page
-of Naval Annals a brilliant Inftance of what Britons
-can do, when their King and ‘their Country need
‘their Service.

‘To the Right Honorable Rear Adniiral the Earl
-of Northelk, to the Captains, Officers, and Seamen,
.and to the Officers, Non-commiffioned Officers, and
Privates of the Royal Marines, I beg to . give my
fincere and hearty Thanks for therr highly me-
ritorious Condu&, both in the A&ion, and in their
Zeal and A&ivity in bringing the captured Ships
«out from the perilous Situation in which they were,
after their Surrender, among the Shoals of Trafal-
-gar, in boifterous Weather,
« AndI defire that the refpe@ive Captains will be
pledfed to communicate to the Officers, Seamen, and
Royal Marines this public Teftimony of my high Ap-
probation of their Condudt, and my Thanks forit.

(Signed) C. COLLINGWOQOD.

To the Right Honorable Rear-Admiral

the Earl of Northefk, and the refpedlive

Caplains and Commanders.

GENLERAL ORDER.
HE Almighty God, whofe Arm is Strength,
having of his great Mercy heen plealed to
crown the Exertion of His Majefty’s Fleet with Suc-
«<cefs, in giving them a compllcte Vi&ory over their
Euemies, on z1lt of this Month; and that all
Praife and Thank{giving may be offered up to the
Throne of Grace for the great Berefits to our
Gountry and to Mackind : :
1 have thought proper, that as Day fhould be ap-
pointed, of general Humiliation be¥ore God, and
Thankfgiving for this his merciful Goodnefs, im-
ploring Forgivenefs of Sins, a Continuation of his
Divine Mercy, and his conftant Aid to us, in the
Defence of our Country’s Liberties and Laws,
without . which the utmoft Efforts of Man are
nought, and dire@ therefore that be
* appointed for this hely Purpofe. _
Given on board the Euryalus, off Cape Trafalgar,
22d O&. 180;. '

(Signed) C. COLLINGWQOD.

To the refpedive Captains and Commanders.
N. B. The Fleet having been difperfed by a Gale
.of Wind, no Day has yet been able to be ap.

pointed for the above Purpofe. -

SIR, Euryalus, off Cadiz, 0. 24, 1805.

lN my Letter of the 22d 1 detailed ta you, for the
Information of my Lords Commiffivners of the
Admiralty, the Proceedings of His Majefty’s Squa-

-dron an the Day of the Action, and that preceding’

it, fince which I have had a continued Series of Mi{-
fortunes, but.they are of a Kind that human Pru-
dence could not pofibly provide agasaft, or.my Skill
;prcv-cnt. .

OnTthe 22d in the Morning, a ftrong foutherly
Wind blew, with {qually Weather, which however

-did not prevent the A&ivity of the Officers and Sea-

men of fuch Ships as were manageable from getting
hold of many of the Prizes (Thirteen or Fourteen),
and towing them off to the Weftward, where I order-
ed them to rendezvous round the Royal Sovereign,
in Tow by the Neptune : but on the 23d, the Gale
increafed, and the Sea ran fo high,.that many of
them broke the Tow Rope, and dnifted far to Lee-
ward, before they were got hold of again, and fome
of them taking Advantage in the dark and boifterous
Night, got before the Wind, and have perhaps drifted
upon the Shore and funk; eon the Afternoon of
that Day the Rempant of the Combined Fleet, Tea
Sail of Ships, who} had mot been much engaged,
ftood up to Leewafd of my fhattered and ftraggled
Char ge, as if meaning to attack them, which obliged
me to colle& a Force out of the leaft injured Ships,
and form to Leeward for their Defeuce ; all this re-
tarded the Progrefs of the Hulks, and the bad Wea-
ther continuing, determined me to deftroy all the
Leeward moftthat could be cleared of the Men, confi-
dering that keeping Poflefion of the Ships was aMat-
ter oig little Confequence compared with the Chance
of their falling again into the Hands of the Enemy;
but even this was an arduous Tallk in the high Sea
which was rudning. 1 hepe, however, it has been
accomplifhed to a confiderable Extent ; [ emtrufted
it to fkilful Officers, who would {pare no Pains to
execute what was poffible. The Captains of the
Prince and Neptune cleared the Trinidad and funk
her. Captain Hope, Bayntun, and Malcolm, who
joined the Fleet this Moment from Gibraltar, had
the Charge of deftroying four others. The Re-
doubtable funk aftern of the Swiftflure while in
Tow.  The Santa Anna, T have no doubt, is funk,
as her Side was almoft entirely beat in; and fuch is
the fhattered Condition of the Whole of them, that
unlefs the Weather moderates, I .doubt whether I
fhall be able to carry a Ship of them into Port. [
hope their Lordfhips will approve of what 1 (having
only in confideration the Deltruion of the Enemy’s
Fleet) have thought a Meafure of ablolute Ne~
ceffity.

I have taken Admiral Viileneuve inte this Ship ;
Vice-Admiral Don Aliva is ‘dead. Whenever the

-Temper of the Weather will permit, and 1 can

fpare a Frigate (for there were only Four in the,
Adtion with the Fleet, Euryalus, Sirius, Pheebe,
and Naiad ; the Me¢lpomene joined the 22d, and the
Eurydice and Scout the 23d) I fhall celle@t the
other Flag-Officers, and fend them to England with .
their Flags, ¢if they do not go to the Bottom,) ter
be laid at His Majefty’s Feet. i

There -were Four Thoufand Troops embarked,
under the Command of General Coutamin, who was
taken with Admiral Villeneuve in the Bucesntaure,

I am, Sir, &c.

(Signed) €. COLLINGWOOD.
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