. On the 1t of June Two Englith Seamen ina
Boat efcaped, from the French $quadron, and
brought certain Intelligence, that the Fendant, of
74 Guns, with Two Frigates and Two Storefhips,
had flipped out of Trincamalé Bay; the Storefhips
I concluded carried Stores for the French Garrifon
of Cuddalore, and the Fendant and Two Frigates
deffined to cover and prote@ themj and being ap-

prehenfive they might attack aur. covering Ships and -

Storefhips off Cuddalore, I.bore away on the 'zd of
June. for the Coaft, and on the 3d had Sight of the
Fendant and Two Frigates, whom I chaced “till
Night, when I loft Sight of them. -

I continued cruizing with the Squadron to the
Southward of Cuddalore till the gth of June, whes
I anchored in Porto Novo Road, about Seven Leagues
to the Southward of that Place, - partly to ¢over our
6wn Ships in Cuddalore Road, and engage the Ene-

_my’s Squadron before they could anchor there, and
partly to endeavour to get a Supply of Water, of
“which many Ships began to be in Want; bat, after

exerting ourfelves to the utmoft, no Water could be

obtained either at Porto Novo or Tranquedar ; at
the fult Place the Enemiy’s Troops were in Pofleflion
of both Banks of the River, at the other the Wells

" were dried up. L :

* On the 13th of June the Enemy’s Squadron, under
the Command of Monl.-Suffrein, came in Sight to
the Southward, confifling of Fifteen Ships of the
Line, Three Frigates and a Firefhip ; and the fame
Day I weighed with His Majefty’s Squadron, and
dropped down to about Five Miles Diftance off Cud-
dalore, and there anchored » The French Squadron
anchored bff the Coleroon River, about Seven or
Bight Leagues to the Southward of our’s.

* On the 17th the French Squadron being under
Sail and bearing down, I made the Signal, and
weighed with His Majefty’s Squadron, and formed
the Line of Battle a-head to receive the Enemy: In
the Evening they hauled the Wind, and flood to the
Southward,” and I followed them with His Majefty’s
Squadron: From this Time to the zoth I was con-
tinually employed in” endeavouring to get the Wind
of the Enémy, which, however, I was never able
to effet,’ from the extraordinary Variablenefs of the
Winds; that often brought Part-of the two Squadrons
within a random Shot.of each other, On the z0th,
the Enemy ftill having the Wind, thewed a Difpo.
" fition to ‘engage, when I immediately formed the
Line of Batle a-head, and brought to to receive
. them: At Four Minutes paft Four, P. M. the Van
_ 8hip of the Enemy, having firk tried her Diflance
by a fingle Shot, when fcarce within Point-blank
Shot Diftance, the Enemy’s Squadron began their
" Fire on His Majefty's, which, at Twenty Minutes
after was returned, and a heavy Cannonade enfued
- on. both Sides, the Enemy ﬁilr keeping up their
" fitlt Diftance’; the Cannonade continued till Seven,
P. M. when thé Enemy hauled off : At Day-light I
nade the Signal and wore with the Squadron, and
brought-to to repair the Damages, with the Ships
: Heags towards the Land ; feveral of the Ships much
difabled in their Hulls, Malts and Rigging, the
Gibralear and Ifis in particular ; the Enemy’s Squa-
dron not in Sight, -
1 the Marning of the 22d I faw the French
* 8quadion at Anchor in Pondicherry Road, bearing
8.8 W. direttly to Windwatd of His Majefty’s
. $quadion, and fome of them getting under Weigh ;
and I made what Sail I could towards them, and

anghored the fame Night off ‘the Ruins of Alem- |

parvo,. the more effeftually to ftop Shot Holes, and
repair the Damages foftained. )

I beg you will be pleafed to inform their Lord-
fhips, that fo early as the 8th of Jane, the Scurvy
began to make a rapid Progre(s among the Crews of
all the Ships of the Squadron, but particulatly on
board the Ships laft arrived from England, underthe
Orders of Commodore Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart,

The Number of Sick on board the Line of
Battle Ships amounted on that Day to 1121 Men,
605 of whom bying in the laft Stage of the Scurvy,
I was under the Neceflity of fending on the Day
following to the Naval Hofpital at this Place, in
His Majefty’s Ships Briftol and San Carles.
~ From that Time to the 22d, the Difeafe in-
creafed the Numbers of the Sick daily, o as moft
of the Ships of the Line had from 70 to go Men,
and the Ships laft from England double that Num-
ber, very many in the laft Stage of the Difeafe,
and unable to come to Quarters, dying daily.
Under thefe Circumftances, and the Water of moit
of the Ships being expended, except a few Catks
in their Ground Tiers, and none to be obtained
to the Southward, I determined to return to this
Road, there to land the Sick and Wounded, and
compleat the Water of the Squadron for further
Service; and on the 23d of June I weighed with
the Squadron, and arrived in this Road of the
Afternoon of the z5th, '

On my Arrival there, I received authentic (al-.
though not official) Intelligence, that the Pre-
liminary Articles of Peace between Great Britain,
France, Spain, and Americd, had been figned and
ratified, as well as a Ceflution from Hoftilities
agreed on between Great Britain and the States
General of the United Provinces, of which Infor-
mation the Sele® Committee of this Prefidency
were alfo in Pofleflion ; and being fummoned the
fame Day to a Confultation with the Sele® Com-
mittee, to take into Confideration thefe Circum-
ftances, I concurred with the other Members of
the Committee, that it would be proper and was
neceflary to communicate to the Commanders in
Chief of the Sea and Land Forces of the French
King at Cuddalore, the Information we had re-
ceived, together with the Grounds on which we
believed it to be true and authentic ; and on the
27th of June I difpatched His Majefty’s Ship Me-
dea, as a Flag of Truce, with Letters to Monf,
Suffrein and the Marquis dé Bufly. '

On the 4th of July the Medea returned to this
Road, with Anfwers frem Monf, Sufirein and the
Marquis De Bufly 10 my Letters of the 25th of
June, by which they concurred in a Ceflation of
Hoftilities by Sea and Land, as well as an immie-
diate Releafe and Return of Prifoners 6n both
Slqt_:s: In Confequence, I have received all the
Prifoners belonging to the "Squadron in Monf,
Suffrein’s Power, amounting to about 200, and
have returned all thofe made Prifoners in French
Ships, amonnting to about 350. Monf. Sufftein
1p{orms me by Lettet, he has alfo fent to the Mau-
ritius for fuch Englith Prifoners as have béen fent
thither, and will return them. . ’ .

I have judged it neceffary to fend, for their
Lordfhip’s Information, the Line of Battle of His

-Majefty’s Squadron’ under my Comimand, on the

2oth of laft Month, and a Lift of the French Ships

oppofed to me under the Command of Monf,
Suffreins o



